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TURNER_STINETT McGEE

Tracy Turner

Tracy Turner was a trustee in the Roanoke County Jail when Earl Bramblett was arrested
and brought back from Spartansburg, SC. He overheard some discussion about Bramblett
and thought he may get into a drug treatment program and some time knocked off his
sentence if he could help the police. He was looking at twenty-seven years in the
penitentiary. He called the Vinton Police Department.

Barry Keesee, the State Police Investigator, came to the jail to see him. Turner told Keesee
he would help them if he could get his trustee status back and into a drug treatment
program. Turner lost trustee status because of some infraction. Keesee told Turner to let
him know what he could find out and he was a friend of the sheriff, they would work
something out..

In the next eight or nine visits, Turner gave back most of the details about the crime and
evidence that Keesee told him his previous visit. Sometimes Turner would relate the
information minutes later. Some was recorder by Keesee, some not. As the Bramblett trial
got closer Turner was visited by Commonwealth Attorney Burkart and assistant
Commonwealth Attorney Randy Leach with Keesee. Leach told Turner to make notes
what Bramblett said and date them to look authentic. All knew that Turner did not have
notes. He was told by Leach to make them look like they were made at different times and
use different pens and pencils and refer to them when he gave his testimony. This is what
he did in court and it worked well.

I wrote Turner at the prison after his trial asking to meet with him. He wrote back the
procedure I would have to go through. Meanwhile, I told Lindsey's secretary about my
scheduled meeting and she said Jennifer Givens, Bramblett's other attorney, and she
might get more due to their gender. They met Turner and he said he contacted his attorney
because he wanted to recant his testimony. She had forgotten. His conscience had been
bothering him, and he was afraid he may have helped Kkill an innocent man. He gave an
affidavit telling of his meetings and the conversation about the notes, why he did it and
why he was recanting his testimony.

He told of the jail letting him attend a public auction for an entire day without a guard as
one of the benefits for his help. He had a possible twenty-seven year sentence and was
roaming around free.

After his affidavit, Keesee wanted to meet with him but was refused.
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AFFIDAVIT OF TRACY TURNER

1, Tracy Terner, of Rusthary Corectional Uk, Camp 9, do bareby smace the

1 eessiBed for the Commonwenlfh in e capital mander wial of Earl €.
Bramblen @ 1957, 1a lirge pan, oy sessimoy in that wral was false.

I was contacmed Yy lawyers working on Brarbien’s gate badeas spreal
about my bestimony & Bramblen's cse. | was also warned of e possibie
implicatons ¢f coming forward wad indherearion new St it differens tan
that 20 which [ sesnifled | was toid by Bramsblen's bywopers et If ] waseed
advice about pesury of sy odher charpes, | st seek that advice from
another lawyer.

I decsded w0 provide Bramblen's comael with the lnfocnatios conaized in
s affidavis withoo seciing Be advice of coumsel reganding the
izplications of dosng so.

I was incarcersted in the Raceoie Coonty juil iy 1954 for sermeroes
offezses. When | armived at e judl, | became & tumtee. However, | s00n
lowt my Tister sana becwuse the jolics Swnd o pack of dgrrenn in =y
Tt coat pocket dunng coe of Ty ot appaanocer. | Soughs the whole
moidest was very sunje becuise e o paretes that were Sousd s oy rur
cost pocke: wers Cunls. My mother broeght me the st Som bore. [ de
not Emoke, and while =y mother mnckes, she moires otly Salem
mezhels. The Dundy found i ory coat were reguiars. [ mached inso ery
coat pocicet while ie court aad realized St ey were inside end
imnedaxly pres Sam 1 depuny. | wa D arped with jossessing
cottruband erd wia sext up to the (8h foor where Brambien was housed.

m:'-mlumm We staried taliing about bis case,
incleding what the deferae was poisg ' jresent, a5 well as what D
poosecution was Tyiag o ullege.

In com cosvenasion, Boumblez wid me Dl be wvas womed (has olce bad
found some shels and tut the 3
(hese were wed in S¢ Hodges' marders.

1 then called the Vintos jolics and speice with Sergeant Vasghe sbout the
fact tha Bramblen 2ad mantioced something aboct e shells Sourd by te
police. [loew e oime took place o Vistos, Sgi Viesght was ge
sTeting officer it 2y ce.
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E. [ belisve it was the next day that Barry Kesses of the Virginia State Polics
came 1o se= e, Tois visit was the Eomt of approxamaely § or § interviews
berwesn Kesses and me. | have drawn 2 map which is amached to this
afSidavit indicating where in the jail our mestings wok placs.

I eontaeted the polica because [ was trying to help myself, and because this
crime invoived mo children, [ felt po reservadons about going to the
polics. | was hoping to get info a drug ireatment program At & prisen in
Wes: Virginia and o get my time in prison diverted by doing so. If1
complersd suc a program, than my tme would be suspended. [ was also
looking ta rezain my testes statue while in the Roanoke County jail. Ac
inrate oo Gustes starus in Rosnoke County gets day for day tme even
undes the new law, This means that you get a lot of dme off your anginal
sentemcs. | wanted this very badly because [ did not want 0 go back o
orison. [wanted to get on with my life. Sizce [was 19 years old, | bave
spect most of my days incarcerated.

et}
-

3. While | bad besn using drugs during my incarceration prior to late 1996, [
was gt using aay drugs after | reremed to Raonoke County jail in 1996,

9, During my first mesting with Keesce, 110ld him that [ wanted to get my
rustes srus back, He told me that be would probably da hat for me -
that Sheriff Holt was a good friend of his. It was alse durng this first
mesting that [ wold Kesses that Bramblett indicated that he was worried
that the police wers &ying to cannest some shells to the crime. Bramblen
did not say whess the polics had found the sheils, Then Kezses said

e ——

somezhing lik, “what, those 32 shells found in Sramblen’s wuck?™ This
was the first [ had ever heard about the 22 shells being found in_
Bramblec's tuck. During this first mesting, Kessee also told me that he
believed that Bramblext was responsible for the disappearances of two
othes girls in the late seventics, When speaking about these other girle,
Keeses said that Bramblett was 4 child molester. Keeges encled the
mestng by telling me o just kesp alking to Brarmblet and to be carsful
ol o spoak him,

T, ﬁm!_unt_l_ﬂfmymeﬁup with Kessee, he brought a tape recordes, He

did pot wm i

ad t on evesy time. On the occasions that he did use it, we
would talk for a while off tape and thes he waould o it on justto geta
few smtements fom me. Durng these mestings, Keesee was providing

gﬁﬁwn&ummwmwhﬂﬁmﬁwm

Ago .
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11. I do notbeiieve that Kesses ever asked me to fake I:nt&s-ufm‘;’
‘conversanons with Brambies and | gever ook any nouss of these
_conversatons.

12.  During my subscquent mesungs with Keses, I_I_medmnre:glﬁzmtiou
about Brizoblen and e =imes e allegedly committed. The mestings
geaerally went someshing like this: [ would first tell Keesee any
starements Bramblet had recently made to me about his case. These

then provide some informaion thax I did aot aiready know. I would then,
larer in that same mesting or in the aett mesting, come back with 1 new
story (ofien Hoes sbout e very sime incident) incorporating the
miormaton provided by Kssses. | reported that Brambleat had told me the
information that | had scmeally only learned from Kesses. This is genezally
how things worked, and this is the way that Keesee got me 10 say things
which he eould ape-recond and which became the basis for my tesumony
at trial.

13,  For instance, in one messng | reported that [ was locking at 2 magaine in
the pod. 1 beligve the magazine was 3 Redbock or some other fashion
MAAZELE. Several of us, including Bramb lest, were [ooking at the
magazins and were commenting on the beautiful women in the magazine.
Ths is all ] tald Ke=ses about this incident because that was all that had
pectrred. K essee then stated that Bramblest liked little girls and [ belicve
he said somehing like, “Keep an eye out bo ses if he outs out pictures of
lietle girls in magazines.” Bramblett gever did any such thing as far as |
know. So, in a later mesting | came back to Keeses and changed the
magazine story to refect the information Keese= gave me and it was clexr
% me that Kesses was very harpy sbout this new siory.

14,  Centrary to my testimony, Bramblett never asked me to come into his cell

to talk about his addiction w linle girls. He never told me be liked linle
giris or that he had any addictions.

13. cqnmhmytuﬁmm.EﬂimmmMmmuhewwqhmiﬁ

‘one of the Hodges' girls and then choled the [ife out of her mother, He
never said that he then weat upstairs and took care of business with the
father and the rwo girls. Brmﬂmﬂgcfnidmrdzﬁ;pmhhdim:.
expressiy or implicidy, that he had anything 0 &6 widk aay of the Hodges'
‘deaths. T think ['accually heard this nformation fom ancther wmate who
had read something in the papers sbout the vietims' causes of death

16. |toid this murder eonfession story o Keesee because I felt pressured to
come up with some additional informadon. 1 had recently broached the
subjeet of my desire to be placed in the drug reatment program with

App. .S
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could diseues the sossibility of gesing me get o the program.

17. While Keeses was very excited abour this oew Snfession story, he was
concened because [ had apparently mixed up the order i which the
vicdms died. | toid Keesas that the facher was Lilled at the same tme that
the others wee iiiled. Keases thes made sore sort of indieation to me
about the times of death and that the evidence indicared thar the facher was
dead Bours befors the othess. [t wag clear to me that | had the order of
deathe wrorg. However, | think we had already taped my statement and

Keeses was worried sbout me changing my story.

18.  During the tme my mestings with Kesses were going on, [ had a hearing
scheduled on my paading motion for reconsideration of seatenes. My
lawver, Laura Raed, informed me after speaicing with Skip Burkhart that
the hearing was moved until somesdme after Bramblen®s wial was over.
Laers Reed toid me that nothing was going to happen on my motion for
reconsideration until aftes | testified against Bramblett and his tral was
over. My hearing was in fact rescheduled, and it occamed sometime
shordy after Bramblen was convicted and seatenced o death.

19, 1 testified that Brambiett told me that the defense theory was going o be
that the murders were the result of 1 drug hit on the family, When

Brambiea was telling me about this defense, however, it was clear that

‘Bramblent acnally befieved that this was the case. Tt was natas if
‘Bramblet was rying 1o fabricate this theory.

20.  1also testfied that Brambies and | talked about the fire at the Hodges”
home nd Bramblen indicated that the fire was started to destroy riflings
and hair samples, What I told Keesee, however, was that during our
egnversatons about the possibility of this crime being a drug hit,
Brarebies and | taiked sbout how someone participating in the drug hit
could start a fire to desoroy evidence. When [ said this, Keeses said
something like, “yeah, that's why be [(Bramblett] did it All the while,
I'm thinking about this drig teatment program ind my rustes sats, and
s then [ adopted Kesses's version in my testimony. Keeses kmew that [
neves reported that Bramble said he ses the fire 1o destroy evidence.
Brambiest never said any such thing Our entire discussion shout sewing 2
fire to destroy evidence occurred in the context of Bramblen's belief thar
this crime was a drug hit.

21. Afer sevesal months o the same c=llblock 18 Brumbiett, | began to think
be was getting Tuspicious because | was asking so many questions and
instigating %0 many conversations with him sbout his case. I told Keeses
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this, and mearioned aguin (ss [ had done during aimost every messng |
had with Kesses) that | was looking to become 2 trustes again. He told e
that he would mlk w0 Sheriff Holt Ithen became a trustes again. My
trustes stams was someshing tha: Kesses wad holding over my head.

a2 iyt Rt p——

Kmhmhawm;‘:‘?uﬂrmm get that davy for day Gme.

2. Ias @Hi@i%gdﬂmgt&emufm}'mmp
with Keeses. 1 got to amend 2 county auczon without a guard for the entre
day. Al tha: tme, my update shest indicated that [ had a 27 year sencence.
It was unheard of for anyone to anead an aucsion or leave the pnison
grounds by themselves, iﬁ}rm&:mlihm 15 fact,
“anothier secgeaat on the mght shift at Roanake County jail got exzemely
upset whea [ resursed late that aftemoon and came through the sallie-por:
‘alone. Eaukﬂmﬂuwmmmdemgmd:m;mw
mveelf" lmmmmnll&:dbmumb:lmq:m He could not
“believe itand he even called the sheriff. After he made that call, the
mmmﬂmmlmrwrdmnﬁlmunhemdcu

23, Afer [ became a trustes, [ begas cutting hair at the jail. | cut Brambles's
bair, | testified that while ] was cutting Bramblet's hair, he told ma tha
Be made over 200 howrs of tapes just to make people think he was crazy,
However, Bramblet did oot say this. Brambles never stated that his
defemce theory was going to be that he was crazy. What he aczuaily told
me during this conversation was that as & result of these 200 hours of
tapes, the lawyers thought Brambles was crazy. Bramblest was not orving
to make anyone believe that he was crazy. | reported the convessation as it
really ceourred 10 Kesses and that made hirn very parwgus, Keeses did qae
wWaat any sort of insanity defense i this case, So, [ changed my testimony
to reflect Kesges's concems. Keeses imew, however, that my testimony
was different than what Brambler stated during our conversation.

24.  Brambiet asked me while [ was cotting his hair if | was going to testify
against him. He said that a woman in the trustes pod told him that [ was
going ko testify for the Commonwealth. He asked my if it was true and if
5o, why [ would do thar Conmary to my testimony, Bramblen never asked
if 1 was going to testify against kim beeause of ail the things he told me.
He just asiead me the question beeause he was old that 1 was going to
testify against him and he could oot understand why. Eramblett never said
anything during this (or any other) conversation to incriminate himse!f.

R ——

Brambleit Jmmuzwaj.lmmmmump
Buzichart, the progecutors on the case. During this meeting, we briefly

i#mifl_@hﬂhm}lmmdﬁm!ﬁtmn?m
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pocicer. [aaeh wanted me o be prepared for quastioning from the defence
about bow [ was able to recall afl of my conversations with Brimblewt. [n
response to this questoming, [ was supposed 1o state that [ had taken notes
of the conversatons with Brambled as they occurred and then [ was
supposed fo gull the DOtES OLE of @Y AUt pOckEt LKE & sword.

26.  Duringthis same mestng With Burkhart and Leach, [ acked them both
about geming inm the dmg Ceamment program. Burkhart 1old me zot to
worry abowt it, that he would ke care of it and that everything would be
fine. T also told both of them that | was going to get threatened and
possioly harmed by other inmates after [ testified. 1 wold them how
important i was that | ge? transfiered out of the Virginia prison system,
begefully o the dnig teatment program in West Virginia, Buskhart again
told me that he would taies care of that.

27. 1 never ook any notes of my comversations with Bramblett as they took
piace. Tdon't believe | ever told Keeses, Leach or Burichart that I wok any
notes of these conversations. [ certainly never showed any of them any

notes, because thers werea't any much nofes in existencs. [t would be very

dangerous f0 gesp suca potes, sspecially if | was doing so in preparation to
tasufy against a fellow immate.

23. Aﬂlrnfmmﬂunﬁthiﬂﬂhﬂiﬁhﬂﬂ,lmhdmmyuu

past meetings. Cootrary fo my testmony, lﬂnftlmnntuwm[mua:d
at the same tms, mmediately before | testfied. Leach asked me several
times if [ made the notes after sach conversaton [ had with Bramblett.

STETTER A T

Leach knew, however, that [ didn't have any notes as of the tme of our
mesting just prior 1o my tesimony.

2% After Bramblen's trial ended, the hearing on my motion for
reconsideration Bnelly wek place. Mr. Burkhart was the Commonwealth
Aforney preseat & my beating. He informed the judge that I kad helped
the Commonwealth in the Bramblett case. [ did not get placed in the drug
freatment program that [ was boping for. | did, however, got 240 days of
misdemesnor Eme suspended. ] rernained on rustes stame untl [ was
moved from Raonoke County jail several months after Bramblent's tial
ended.

30, ] testified falsely af trial because | was scared. [ didnt want to go back to
the penitentiary, | did not want o spend miore ime incarcerated. [ wanted
to get on with my life. Reguining my trustes statug and gesting placed in
that drug wrearment program would heip me reduce my time. For these
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Wayne & Judy Stinpetécuwrs.

51 the truth now because [ canmat [ive with
When the Hodges nmgdemutg M&%&Mdﬁlﬂﬁ‘[ﬁ
Brown that Benjamim-Gant ﬂpu-hi be hmmpeéﬂimﬂmmmﬂnmmwn

responded that theydHeady®
Chief Rick Foutz, was {9 thi ATy A,
brushed off. months age mdasi:ﬂ h&farth:mumdﬂd:mm ﬂfEn.mhl:tI’
Ben Carr was a VietHayihatees ¢ ST st ith all
obvious was anger. mﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁl Ey"’ﬁ I SEuff e AoRET 65 for
using excessive force. He llked o beat up people. He was fired by the
City of Roanoke. Polited) épaittmeéntrand-thdMinton P olicerDégrattmpeh ¢

for the same. He wa?‘t‘!ﬁﬂ‘ialiﬁ‘ﬁﬁ (B RORTSRREN A thedRs !
security guard. He wﬁh wﬁﬁﬁ+ any, of the other tnmates

He worked at a convenience market and went to work in full combat
gear with a firédrm. MWEWM ptﬁmmm»

was transferred to t 2 per
Carr and Blaine Hoggeswere seiba diyinomrese ol

same team. The supervisor Carr waTWiﬁg problems_'"fh_was also
transferred to the Vinton Post Office. More problems ensued, not only
with the supervisor, but with Blaine Hodges. Carr checked into the
Veterans Hospital close by. The supervisor called the VA Hospital and
asked to be notifigd-when @ahrwgs. released. Carg tgld the psychiatrist
he had killed people for less than what the supqrv'or said to him.

added, "like the ones over on Vlrgmla Avenue." Ben Carr died in 1996
Sworm to before me this / 3 _ day of December, 1999,

Dorothy McGee
e, A PO

This SeVenW'WJﬁMJW% s_fﬁi thie gAgk the morning of the

crime. I talked with her on the phone several times. The first time, she
said she would have to check with her friend before she would talk. I
called back and she said the friend told her not to talk with me. Other
times she would talk awhile and then decide she wasn't going to talk
more.

She did tell me she saw the truck in her headlights and it was a red
truck, which she then amended to a pinKf€h d truck. She said the
street lights made no difference because it was in her headlights. She
said in court it was beat up and dirty.

Randy Leach is now the Commonwealth Attorney of Roanoke County. The people of
Roanoke County deSéARRISthsdesck smdimdatiha davdby O dt doesn't need lying

witnesses to win a verdict.
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Ben Carr drove a red Bronco and lived on a dirt road in
the county.

Sign my Guestbook - View my Guestbook
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