Savage Utopia Book Reviews

Savage Utopia is a definite page turner as you follow Maryanne on her journey through the brutal English justice system, hoping and despairing with her as she searches for her utopia.
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Reviewed by Tonie

***********************************************************************

A great read. Savage Utopia is a journey of survival. The story of a woman who endures cruelty and hardship but survives to find everlasting love within the early settlement years of Australia. A wonderful tale told with truth. 

By Gail Symmonds (Australia)

May 19, 2008

*********************************************************************

The 1700 British government used Australia as a penal colony. The convicts were loaded on a ship, and six months later, they disembarked in a land that was mostly untamed and harsh. Accused of assaulting her stepmother, Maryanne was sentenced to seven years in Australia. Raised a parson's daughter, she knew little about the life of a convicted criminal. A prostitute named Libby befriended her. The two women made a pack to survive. Life was cruel. The women were subject to rape and beatings. From the moment Maryanne met Jake, she loved him. The man carried resentment in his heart. Could her love tame the savage in him? 

Savage Utopia has a fascinating plot. There is a lot of violence and brutality, but that was the life of the prisoners. Margaret Tanner gave each character a distinct voice. Maryanne began as a naïve young woman; by the end of the story, she has matured into a remarkable woman. Denied his birthright, Jake is angry and violent. I enjoyed his character for the way he developed from a womanizing criminal to a loving person. My favorite character was Libby; her character had incredible depth. She was a feisty survivor. Fans of historical romance will enjoy Savage Utopia.

Reviewed by Debra Gaynor for ReviewYourBook.com 
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“Savage Utopia has a fascinating plot. There is a lot of violence and brutality, but that was the life of the prisoners. Margaret Tanner gave each character a distinct voice. Maryanne began as a naïve young woman; by the end of the story, she has matured into a remarkable woman. Denied his birthright, Jake is angry and violent. I enjoyed his character for the way he developed from a womanizing criminal to a loving person. My favorite character was Libby; her character had incredible depth. She was a feisty survivor. Fans of historical romance will enjoy Savage Utopia.” 

Reviewed by Debra Gaynor for ReviewYourBook.com

************************************************************************

“Margaret Tanner creates a story of inextinguishable love and of the indomitable desire to survive shown by some prisoners transported from England to Australia in the 1800s. While Savage Utopiais a fictional story, much of it is based on historical facts. It is a spellbinding story of the disenfranchised people of England and Ireland who were transported to Australia to serve prison sentences in the dehumanizing penal system there. Many of the prisoners, after serving their time, chose to make a life in this new land.

Margaret Tanner’s characters come alive as they struggle to survive in the wilds of Australia, a harsh land but one of magnificent beauty totally different from England and Ireland. Savage Utopia is a prequel to Stolen Birthright and I’m hoping to see a sequel in the no-to-distant future. Good reading!”

Reviewed by Camellia
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