It's in the Eyes - Review by Martha A. Cheves, Author of Stir, Laugh, Repeat

"Please get him." Lars looked down at her and flashbacked three
years, as if he was seeing his own daughter at the morgue.
Candance Hawthorne, the fourth rape and murdered coed, was
almost an identical twin of Lars' daughter, Lisa. As he looked at
Candance's face, he recognized some of those facial features. And
the blue eyes seemed to be staring intently at him. A tear stung
Lars' eyes. Even though the temperature outside the Lubber Run
Nature Center was a warm 62 degrees Fahrenheit, he felt a chill.'

Lars Neilsen is a West Pointer who served three tours in Vietnam
as a ranger/paratrooper, Special Operations. He was awarded the
DSC, three Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts and many other awards
while serving his country. He knows the streets, is clever and has
good instincts. He also believes in justice for the victims and has
no problem in carrying out whatever needs to be done to acquire
that justice. But most important, Lars heads a team he created
called the Alpha Team. The Alpha Team takes their position
seriously and won't stop until their job is complete.

Charles Todtoy

Nathan Green, called 'Tiger', originally from New Orleans, served with Lars in Vietnam. Tiger was a
sergeant in the military and was very accomplished in the Special Ops by performing top secret
missions. He, as well as Lars, has a brown belt in Tae Kwon Do and won't hesitate to use this art of
defense when needed.

Doris Wagner was a former FBI profiler and recognized as their best. Her husband died in the World
Trade Center on 9/11, draining her emotionally. She now does part-time work for the FBI. She's
clairvoyant, into astrology and develops clinical psychological leads to uncover criminals.

Brenda Little is a journalist who helped break a big murder case in Richmond. She was hired by the
Washington Post but burned out after six years and now does freelance work. She studied criminal
justice at the University of Maryland, her father was a metro cop killed in the line of duty and she has a
black belt in Tae Kwo Do.

Now you know the Alpha Teams. When Candance Hawthorne was raped and murdered the Alpha Team
was hired by the family to find her killer. This case turns out to be the toughest case the team has
encountered.

I've enjoyed following Lars and his team as they search for the 'Coed Killer', only to find out that there
is not one killer but two, bringing even more excitement to the story. Charles Toftoy created 4
characters, dedicated them to justice, but still give the reader the feel that these 4 characters are normal
everyday people. He does this through the jokes and humor of 'Tiger', the compassion of Brenda, the
confused lifestyle and childhood memories of Doris and the pain felt by Lars due to the death of his wife
and daughter. I couldn't help but enjoy It's in the Eyes and look forward to reading it's sequel Eyes of
Cold Case Killers.
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