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Books In Sync Author Spotlight Interview With Mary Jo Nickum 
 
Books In Sync Author Mary Jo Nickum Releases Her First Non-Fiction Titled ‘Mom’s Story; A 
Child Learns About MS’ In 2009. Mary Jo Nickum Is Currently Working On Three Non-Fiction 
Books For Children. 
 

About Mary Jo Nickum: Mary is a retired librarian and 

project manager, who is now an editor and freelance writer. Her 

primary focus is on science for the public, especially topics 

related to natural history. She has chosen to extend her science 

for the public outreach to children. 
 

Mary earned a B.A. degree in English education at Northland 

College, Ashland, WI, and a Masters in Librarianship (M. Lib.) 

at the University of Washington, Seattle, WA, and a Masters in 

Interdisciplinary Studies (MAIS) from Oregon State University, 

Corvallis, OR. 

 

She worked as a science librarian at the US Environmental 

Protection Agency, National Water Quality Laboratory in 

Duluth, MN, as Oceanography/Zoology librarian at Oregon 

State University, Corvallis, OR, as Project Manager of the Fish 

and Wildlife Reference Service in Rockville, MD, and as a 

Division Manager for the Maxima Corporation, a Washington, DC firm that specialized in information 

services for Federal and County governments. She is a former editor of The Progressive Fish-Culturist, 

Editor-in-Chief of the Intermountain Journal of Science, and currently edits the World Aquaculture 

magazine. 

 

Mary’s articles on aquaculture topics are published in: Hatchery International, Aquaculture Magazine, 

Northern Aquaculture and Fish Farming News. She is currently working on several nonfiction books 

and articles for children. 

 

Mary has been writing science for the public since 1995. 

 

Member of: OWAA, SCBWI, PTP, PWC, SSWW, AFS, and WAS 

 

Awards: 
� OWAA Excellence in Craft Award 2009 (Technical Contest, Magazine category) 

� OWAA Outstanding Board Member, 2010 

 

 

************************* 

 
 
Q: What makes you proud to be a writer from Fountain Hills, USA? 
A: I am proud to be a writer from Fountain Hills, AZ, USA because this is a great town that encourages 

and supports writers and the arts from conception to sales. 
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Q: What or who inspired you to become a writer? 
A: Kathleen Kudlinski, children’s author, inspired me to write for children during her presentation at an 

annual meeting of outdoor writers in 2006. 

 
Q: When did you begin writing with the intention of becoming published? 
A: I began writing for magazine publication in 1995 on fish culture. 

 
Q: Did your environment or upbringing play a major role in your writing and why? 
A: Yes, my mother wrote poetry. Though she wanted to published, she didn’t until very late in life. I’m 

not a poet, but I didn’t want to wait. 

 
Q: Do you come up with your title (s) before or after you write the manuscript (s)? 
A: I came up with my title before I wrote the story, but the publisher didn’t like it and insisted that I 

change it. I didn’t like their title, but they assured me it would help sales. I’m not convinced. 

 
Q: Tell us why you write the genre (s) that you write? 
A: So far I’ve written nonfiction magazine articles and a book for children. I find many topics in 

nonfiction that I feel are educational. I’m a teacher/librarian at heart.  

 

Q: Tell us your most rewarding experience while in the writing process? 
A: My most rewarding experience while writing is character development. 

 
Q: Tell us your most negative experience while in the writing process? 
A: My most negative experience while writing is, like most writers, rejection. 
 

Q: Tell us your most rewarding experience in your publishing journey? 
A: My most rewarding experience in my publishing journey has been receiving positive feedback from 

editors and readers. 

 

Q: Tell us your most negative experience in your publishing journey? 
A: My most negative experience in my publishing journey has been book signings with little or no 

interest beyond a few loyal friends and family. 

 

Q: What one positive piece of advice would you give to other authors? 
A: Keep writing, no matter what! Don’t let rejection get you down. 

 
Q: Who is your favorite author? 
A: I have many and I’m finding more every day. Some of them are: Kathleen Kudlinski, Jean Auel, 

Diana Gabaldon, Karen Armstrong, T.K. Thorne, and Kristin Cashore. 

 
Q: What special projects are you working on now and what books do we have to look forward to 
in the future? 
A: I am starting a new genre for me, historical fiction. I have 4 nonfiction picture books at the 

publishers, awaiting decision. I have two upper grade nonfiction books for the reluctant reader nearly 

complete. 

 
Q: Is there anything else that you would like to share with us? 
A: I owe special thanks to my three critique groups and my scientist husband who all keep me from 

making mistakes, at least the most embarrassing ones! 
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Current Book:  
Mom’s Story: A Child Learns About MS by Mary Jo Nickum 
 
Mom’s Story; A Child Learns About MS tells the story of a young girl 

who sees her mother with some frightening health problems and learns 

she has MS but she will not die from it. This book is a compassionate, 

accessible and easy to understand account of symptoms, search for 

help, diagnosis and adaptation to this heart-wrenching disease. Amy 

fears the worst, which is common when one is confronted by the 

unknown. Her best friend, Kayla, doesn’t quite understand why Amy 

is so worried. Amy’s older sister, Kelly is concerned and does her best 

to help, while older brother, Tony, tries to deny the whole situation. 

Information is the key to allaying much of her fear along with 

understanding from parents, adult friends and her older sister. 

 

Ten percent of the net proceeds from the sale of this book will be 

donated to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

 

Book Details: 
ISBN-10: 0984083650  

ISBN-13: 978-0984083657 

Publisher: Chalet Publishers, LLC; 1st edition (October 30, 2009) 
Publication Date: November-2009 

Language: English  

Paperback: 80 Pages 

Genre: Non-Fiction/General 
 
Print Price: $9.95   
 

Amazon Purchase Link: 
http://www.amazon.com/Moms-Story-Mary-Jo-
Nickum/dp/0984083650/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1294854567&sr=1-1 
 

Kindle Price: $2.99 
 
Amazon Kindle Purchase Link: 
http://www.amazon.com/Mary-Jo-Nickum/e/B0032FVSUG/ref=ntt_dp_epwbk_0 
 

Also Available: 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com 
http://www.smashwords.com 
http://www.marynickum.com 
 

Mary Jo Nickum’s Websites: 
http://www.marynickum.com 
http://www.askthenaturelady.com 
http://www.asktheanimallady.com  
 
Mary Jo Nickum’s Blogs: 
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www.jacketflap.com/mjnickum 
www.mjnickumwordpress.com 
www.mnickum.blogspot.com 
http://mjnickum-nickumsnook.blogspot.com/ 
 

Please Visit Mary Jo Nickum Author’s Page At Books In Sync 
http://www.booksinsync.com/maryjonickum.html 
 

 

************************* 

 
Books In Sync and Cold Coffee were created for the purpose of bringing extra online exposure to 
our authors and their books. Our goal is to bring readers and authors together, thereby boosting 
book sales and improving authors' one-on-one relationship with their potential readers. Our Cold 
Coffee (Hard Copy) Magazine Features Our Authors, Their Books, Contests And Awards 
Recipients. 
 
Books In Sync/Cold Coffee Management 
http://www.booksinsync.com 
http://coldcoffee.ning.com/ 
http://www.booksinsync.com/coldcoffeemagazine.html 
http://www.booksinsync.com/honorveterans.html 
http://www.booksinsync.com/freecontests.html 
http://www.booksinsync.com/serviceproviders.html 
http://www.booksinsync.com/submissions.html 
 


